        LOYOLA COLLEGE (AUTONOMOUS), CHENNAI – 600 034
B.A. DEGREE EXAMINATION – ENGLISH LITERATURE
THIRD SEMESTER – November 2008
EL 3500 - AMERICAN LITERATURE

              Date : 06-11-08 
Dept. No.
        Max. : 100 Marks

                 Time : 9:00 - 12:00 
                                             


PART - A

Answer the following questions in about 30 words each: 



(10 x 2 = 20 marks)

1. What is the central idea of Bradfor’s “The Mayflower Compact”?

2. Describe the American crisis as explained by Thomas Paine?

3. What is the philosophy that emerges from your study of Emerson’s “Brahma”?

4. Describe Poe’s Philosophy of Composition.

5. Write a few words on Tom’s character in “The Glass Menagerie”.

6. What does Marianne Moore say about poetry?

7. Comment on Anne Bradstreet’s “As Weary Pilgrim”.

8. What is the central theme of Levertov’s “Come into Animal Presence”?

9. Write a short note on Wallace Stevens’ “Poetry is the Destructive Force”.

10. How does Poe build atmosphere in “The Cask of Amantillado”.

PART - B

Answer any FIVE of the following in about 150 words each: 


(5 x 8 = 40 marks)

11. Critically analyze Gwendolyn Brooks “Mississippi Mother”.

12. Discuss Edward Albee’s “The Zoo Story” as an Absurd play.

13. Elaborate on the major themes in Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and Men”.

14. Elucidate on the theme of Cotton Mather’s “The Wonder of the Invisible World”

15. What is the central idea of Robert Frost’s “The Road Not taken”.

16. What is the major theme of Nathaneil Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil”.

17. Analyse the salient features of Stephen Crane’s “The Open Boat”.

18. Describe the important points raised by Thomas Jefferson in his “Declaration of Independence”.

PART - C

Answer the following questions in about 300 words each: 



(2 x 20 = 40 marks)

19. What are the techniques used by Tennessee Williams in his play “The Glass Menagerie”?

or


What are the major themes in Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman”.

20. Write an essay on 20th century poetry with appropriate illustrators from the poems prescribed for study.

Or


Write a note on Whitman’s poetry and show how it reflects Realism.
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